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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 December 2007 . 
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10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 21 January 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -20 have been presented for examination. Claims 1 , 2, 5-1 0, 1 3-1 7, 1 9, 
and 20 are rejected. Claims 3, 4, 11, 12, and 18 are objected to. 

2. In light of Applicant's amendments to the claims, the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 
101 and 112 are withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed December 31st, 2007, have been fully considered but 
they are deemed not persuasive. 

4. In the remarks, applicant argued in substance that: 

(A) The prior art of Ingersoll does not teach a schema information document that 
formalizes and records meta-information of the schema, wherein the meta-information 
of the schema includes identification of a primary schema document, identification of 
other associated schema documents, and how the primary and the other schema 
documents are related to each other. 

As to point (A), Ingersoll teaches an automatically generated schema document 
based on a schema and one or more associated schema documents (col. 4, lines 8-24 
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and 41-48; col. 5, lines 1-44). The information document records meta-information 
about the schema documents (see, e.g., col. 5, lines 11-18 where the attributes are 
described, including namespace, library name, language, versioning, etc.). The meta- 
information includes an identification of a primary schema document, associated 
documents, and how the other schema documents are related to each other (see, e.g., 
the hierarchical relationship in fig. 3; the meta-information defining family tree-structure 
including "major" versions in col. 5, lines 18-30; and parent, i.e. primary, node typing of 
34-44). The information document further includes a three-part composite key that 
includes a target namespace and a schema location (see, e.g., attributes listed in col. 5, 
lines 7-24 and 44-55). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 3, 4, 1 1 , 12, and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
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filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1, 2, 5-10, 13-17, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Ingersoll et al. (U.S. Patent 7,047,488). 

8. As per claims 1,19, and 1 7, Ingersoll teaches a method for managing schemas, 
comprising: 

registering a schema and one or more associated schema documents; 
automatically generating a schema information document based on the schema and the 
one or more associated schema documents, wherein the schema information document 
formalizes and records meta-information of the schema, wherein the meta-information 
of the schema includes identification of a primary schema document, identification of 
other associated schema documents, and how the primary and the other schema 
documents are related to each other; and (Ingersoll, col. 4, lines 8-24 and 41-48; col. 5, 
lines 1-44; fig. 3 structure) 

processing a request to be performed on at least one of the schema and an 
associated schema document using the schema information document (Ingersoll, e.g., 
col. 5, line 61 to col. 6, line 1 1 ; see fig. 14). 

9. As per claims 2 and 1 0, Ingersoll teaches the system further comprising: 
storing an identifier for the schema, wherein the identifier includes a three-part 

composite key and a unique name, wherein the three-part composite key includes a 
target namespace and a schema location; and storing identifiers for each of the one or 
more associated schema documents, wherein each identifier includes a three-part 
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composite key (Ingersoll, col. 5, lines 1-35 where the attributes are described; see also 
col. 5, lines 44-54 and col. 8, lines 6-29). 



1 0. As per claims 5 and 1 3, Ingersoll teaches the system further wherein the request 
comprises deregistering the schema according to deregister rules associated with the 
schema when the schema is registered (Ingersoll, col. 5, line 61 to col. 6, line 3). 



11. As per claims 6 and 14, Ingersoll teaches the system wherein the request 
comprises lookup of a schema and further comprising: 

when there is one matching schema, returning the matching schema; when there 
are multiple matching schemas, applying a filter to identify one matching schema; and 
when there is no matching schema, applying at least one of a user-defined technique 
and a system defined technique to find a matching schema, wherein information in the 
schema information document is used to locate associated schema documents when 
the schema has been identified (Ingersoll, col. 6, line 63 to col. 7, line 27 and figs. 6 and 
7). 



12. As per claims 7 and 1 5, Ingersoll teaches the system further wherein the request 
comprises replacement of at least one of the schema and one of the schema 
documents and further comprising: 

replacing the schema if a new schema is backward compatible; and replacing 
one of the schema documents if a new schema document is backward compatible 
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(Ingersoll, col. 5, line 61 to col. 6, line 1 1 , where the schema is validated for 
compatibility before replacement). 

1 3. As per claims 8, 1 6, and 20, Ingersoll teaches the system further wherein the 
request comprises access of at least one of the schema and one of the schema 
documents and wherein access is granted based on an access privilege associated with 
a user and the schema (Ingersoll, e.g., see the user and admin privilege type 
associated with fig. 14). 

14. As per claim 1 9, Ingersoll teaches the system further wherein the request 
comprises one of deregistering the schema according to deregister rules associated 
with the schema when the schema is registered, lookup of a schema, and replacement 
of at least one of the schema and one of the schema documents (Ingersoll, col. 5, line 
61 to col. 6, line 3). 

Conclusion 

15. Applicant's amendment necessitated any new grounds of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas Taylor whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3889. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am to 5:30pm, 
with alternating Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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